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[bookmark: _GoBack]THE LORD’S PRAYER PART 3
SERMON ON THE MOUNT SERIES



Please turn in your bibles to Mathew chapter 6.



In our study of the LORD’s Prayer, hopefully we have seen how Jesus is building not only on the succeeding lines of prayer, but also on His sermon on the mount. Once again, prayer is at the center of the whole sermon. God wants the conversation and the relationship that comes from the conversation. This goes all the way back to the reason He created everything, including us. We have seen how when praying along these lines, we are not JUST asking for God to move, but the prayer also comes back on us in such a way as to motivate us to be imagers of God. In the prayer, we ask and hope that God’s name will be carried in such a way that His name is hallowed. But that comes back on us as how we are to live and carry His name. We can’t expect others to hallow and carry His name accordingly when we don’t. After all, we are kingdom people and His imagers. This is part of the fabric of our make-up. We ask that His kingdom come, but that too comes back on us as we are to make disciples and live accordingly. We are building that kingdom until its full iteration when Jesus returns. We ask that His will be done here on earth, which once again comes back on us. The first half of the prayer centers on God and His kingdom, but once again, comes back on us. 

The second half of the prayer centers more around us and our needs in order that we can carry out our mandate. Last time we saw what Jesus meant when it came to us having what we need in the moment – day by day, as far as provision meant. That hyperlinked back to the manna episode in the wilderness. That shows us how there was more to what Jesus was saying than we might normally see. When Jesus spoke these words to His Jewish audience, it was thick and deep with more meaning than we would normally glean by just a cursory reading of the text. The same goes for us today as we read about forgiveness. 

As I’ve stated before, Jesus wasn’t born into a vacuum. He came into an ongoing story – the story of Israel and God’s plan for the ages. Therefore, what He says about forgiveness struck a much deeper chord than what we might think. For the Jews of His time, what He said regarding forgiveness was more than just folks having to forgive and each other in order to be right with each other. And it was also more than them being right with God. We cannot separate the two. They go together. We can’t be right with God if we aren’t right (in right relationship) with each other. This is why Jesus says what He does regarding forgiveness. 


Mark 11:25 And whenever ryou stand praying, sforgive, tif you have anything against anyone, so that uyour Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.”


Matt. 18:21   Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often ywill my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? zAs many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.
  “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished ato settle accounts with his servants.7 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him bten thousand ctalents.8 25 dAnd since he could not pay, his master ordered him eto be sold, with his wife and fchildren and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant9 gfell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and dforgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred hdenarii,10 and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 iAnd should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 jAnd in anger his master delivered him to the jailers,11 kuntil he should pay all his debt. 35 lSo also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother mfrom your heart.”


This idea of us not being forgiven if we do not forgive may sound a bit harsh, but this is just how important forgiveness is to Jesus. We can see Peter trying to find a loophole on how many times he is to forgive. He uses the number seven. Why that number? Jesus responds with the number seventy-seven, or seven times seven in some translations. Why does Jesus use that number? We are about to find out why. Let’s look at Jesus’ prayer. 


9 fPray then like this:
	 g“Our Father in heaven,
	 hhallowed be iyour name.1
10 	 jYour kingdom come,
	 kyour will be done,2
		lon earth as it is in heaven.
11 	 mGive us nthis day our daily bread,3
12 	 and forgive us our debts,
		as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 	 And olead us not into temptation,
		but pdeliver us from qevil.4

In verse 12, we read, “forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. This looks like more of a financial theme than one of us forgiving each other’s offenses. In one sense that is correct. Let’s read the parallel account in Luke 11.

Luke 11:4
4 	 and oforgive us our sins,
		for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.

Here we see the word sins instead of debts, but we also see, “indebted”. 


So, is this a prayer regarding our personal failures towards each other or is it speaking of financial obligations? The truth is that the two ideas are somewhat mingled. The word translated “forgive” means to release someone from a debt; to allow someone to walk away from a financial debt; to forgive the debt, releasing one from a financial obligation. But we also see the word, “sin” in Luke’s account. The reason for this is that by the time of Jesus, the word debt had come to mean not only a financial obligation, but also referred to wronging someone – offending them or treating them badly. 

In second temple literature we see this over and over again. This usage goes back to the time of Plato. But why did the word debt become synonymous with offending someone or taking advantage of them? While this is a question we ask – to Jesus’ hearers, it would have been more obvious. This is a hyperlink. Let’s look at that. 

If we look back at Deuteronomy 28, we see a list of covenant curses and blessings, all dependent on Israel’s living up to the covenant they entered into with God at Sinai. 



Deut. 28:1   “And qif you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all his commandments that I command you today, the LORD your God will set you rhigh above all the nations of the earth. 2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and sovertake you, if you obey the voice of the LORD your God. 3 Blessed shall you be in the city, and tblessed shall you be in the field. 4 Blessed shall be uthe fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock. 5 Blessed shall be your basket and your vkneading bowl. 6 Blessed shall you be wwhen you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.

Deut. 28:7   “The LORD xwill cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you. They shall come out against you one way and flee before you seven ways. 8 The LORD ywill command the blessing on you in your barns and zin all that you undertake. aAnd he will bless you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 9 bThe LORD will establish you as a people holy to himself, as he has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in his ways. 10 And call the peoples of the earth shall see that you are dcalled by the name of the LORD, and they shall be eafraid of you. 11 And fthe LORD will make you abound in prosperity, in uthe fruit of your womb and in the fruit of your livestock and in the fruit of your ground, within the land that the LORD swore to your fathers to give you. 12 The LORD will open to you his good treasury, the heavens, gto give the rain to your land in its season and hto bless all the work of your hands. And iyou shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow. 13 And the LORD will make you jthe head and not the tail, and you shall only go up and not down, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you today, being careful to do them, 14 kand if you do not turn aside from any of the words that I command you today, to the right hand or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

Deut. 28:15   “But lif you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be careful to do all his commandments and his statutes that I command you today, then all these curses shall come upon you and movertake you. 16 Cursed shall you be nin the city, and cursed shall you be in the field. 17 Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 18 Cursed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock. 19 Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out.

Deut. 28:20   “The LORD owill send on you curses, confusion, and pfrustration in all that you undertake to do, quntil you are destroyed and perish quickly on account of the evil of your deeds, because you have forsaken me. 21 The LORD will make rthe pestilence stick to you until he has consumed you off the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 22 sThe LORD will strike you with wasting disease and with fever, inflammation and fiery heat, and with drought1 and with tblight and with mildew. They shall pursue you until you perish. 23 And uthe heavens over your head shall be bronze, and the earth under you shall be iron. 24 The LORD will make the rain of your land powder. From heaven dust shall come down on you until you are destroyed.

Deut. 28:25   v“The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You shall go out one way against them and flee seven ways before them. And you wshall be a horror to all the kingdoms of the earth. 26 And xyour dead body shall be food for all birds of the air and for the beasts of the earth, and ythere shall be no one to frighten them away. 27 The LORD will strike you zwith the boils of Egypt, and with tumors and ascabs and itch, of which you cannot be healed. 28 The LORD will strike you with bmadness and blindness and confusion of mind, 29 and you shall cgrope at noonday, as the blind grope in darkness, and you shall not prosper in your ways.2 And you shall be only oppressed and robbed continually, and there shall be no one to help you. 30 dYou shall betroth a wife, but another man shall ravish her. eYou shall build a house, but you shall not dwell in it. fYou shall plant a vineyard, but you shall not enjoy its fruit. 31 Your ox shall be slaughtered before your eyes, but you shall not eat any of it. Your donkey shall be seized before your face, but shall not be restored to you. Your sheep shall be given to your enemies, but there shall be no one to help you. 32 gYour sons and your daughters shall be given to another people, while your eyes look on and fail with longing for them all day long, hbut you shall be helpless. 33 A nation that you have not known shall eat up the fruit of your ground and of all your labors, and you shall be only oppressed and crushed continually, 34 so that you are driven mad iby the sights that your eyes see. 35 The LORD will strike you on the knees and on the legs jwith grievous boils of which you cannot be healed, from the sole of your foot to the crown of your head.

Deut. 28:36   “The LORD will kbring you and your king whom you set over you to a nation that neither you lnor your fathers have known. And mthere you shall serve other gods of wood and stone. 37 And you shall become na horror, a proverb, and a byword among all the peoples where the LORD will lead you away. 38 oYou shall carry much seed into the field and shall gather in little, for pthe locust shall consume it. 39 qYou shall plant vineyards and dress them, but you shall neither drink of the wine nor gather the grapes, for the worm shall eat them. 40 You shall have olive trees throughout all your territory, but you rshall not anoint yourself with the oil, for your olives shall drop off. 41 You shall father sons and daughters, but they shall not be yours, for sthey shall go into captivity. 42 pThe cricket3 shall possess all your trees and the fruit of your ground. 43 tThe sojourner who is among you shall rise higher and higher above you, and you shall come down lower and lower. 44 uHe shall lend to you, and you shall not lend to him. tHe shall be the head, and you shall be the tail.

Deut. 28:45   v“All these curses shall come upon you and pursue you and overtake you till you are destroyed, because you did not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep his commandments and his statutes that he commanded you. 46 They shall be wa sign and a wonder against you and your offspring forever. 47 xBecause you did not serve the LORD your God with joyfulness and gladness of heart, because of the abundance of all things, 48 therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the LORD will send against you, in hunger and thirst, in nakedness, and lacking everything. And he ywill put a yoke of iron on your neck until he has destroyed you. 49 zThe LORD will bring a nation against you from far away, from the end of the earth, aswooping down like the eagle, a nation bwhose language you do not understand, 50 a hard-faced nation cwho shall not respect the old or show mercy to the young. 51 It shall deat the offspring of your cattle and the fruit of your ground, until you are destroyed; it also shall not leave you grain, wine, or oil, the increase of your herds or the young of your flock, until they have caused you to perish.

Deut. 28:52   “They shall ebesiege you in all your towns, until your high and fortified walls, in which you trusted, come down throughout all your land. And they shall besiege you in all your towns throughout all your land, which the LORD your God has given you. 53 And fyou shall eat the fruit of your womb, the flesh of your sons and daughters, whom the LORD your God has given you, gin the siege and in the distress with which your enemies shall distress you. 54 The man who is the most tender and refined among you will hbegrudge food to his brother, to ithe wife he embraces,4 and to the last of the children whom he has left, 55 so that he will not give to any of them any of the flesh of his children whom he is eating, because he has nothing else left, jin the siege and in the distress with which your enemy shall distress you in all your towns. 56 kThe most tender and refined woman among you, who would not venture to set the sole of her foot on the ground because she is so delicate and tender, will begrudge to the husband she embraces,5 to her son and to her daughter, 57 her afterbirth that comes out from between her feet and her children whom she bears, because lacking everything she will eat them secretly, jin the siege and in the distress with which your enemy shall distress you in your towns.

Deut. 28:58   “If you are not careful to do all the words of this law that are written in this book, that you may fear this glorious and awesome name, lthe LORD your God, 59 then the LORD will bring on you and your offspring extraordinary afflictions, afflictions severe and lasting, and sicknesses grievous and lasting. 60 And he will bring upon you again all mthe diseases of Egypt, of which you were afraid, and they shall cling to you. 61 Every sickness also and every affliction that is not recorded in the book of this law, the LORD will bring upon you, until you are destroyed. 62 Whereas nyou were as numerous oas the stars of heaven, you shall be left few in number, because you did not obey the voice of the LORD your God. 63 And as the LORD ptook delight in doing you good and multiplying you, so the LORD will qtake delight in bringing ruin upon you and destroying you. And you shall be plucked off the land that you are entering to take possession of it.

Deut. 28:64   “And the LORD rwill scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other, and sthere you shall serve other gods tof wood and stone, uwhich neither you nor your fathers have known. 65 And vamong these nations you shall find no respite, and there shall be no resting place for the sole of your foot, but wthe LORD will give you there a trembling heart and failing eyes and xa languishing soul. 66 Your life shall hang in doubt before you. Night and day you shall be in dread and have no assurance of your life. 67 yIn the morning you shall say, ‘If only it were evening!’ and at evening you shall say, ‘If only it were morning!’ because of the dread that your heart shall feel, and zthe sights that your eyes shall see. 68 And the LORD awill bring you back in ships to Egypt, a journey that I promised that byou should never make again; and there you shall offer yourselves for sale to your enemies as male and female slaves, but there will be no buyer.”

I know that was a lot to read, but I want us to see why Israel was in the state they were in when Jesus came on the scene. Israel was under these curses for the reasons listed. This wasn’t just because of idolatry, but because of how they were taking advantage of each other and not looking after the vulnerable in the land. 

The idea was that Israel had incurred a large sin debt. They had taken advantage of each other which was not only an offense to those around them but was also an offense to God. They were no different than the surrounding nations. Therefore, they were exiled, just as God said they would be. 

If you read Leviticus 25, you will see another important piece of the puzzle. This is where God gave Israel the years of release and Jubilee. Every seven years, everyone’s debts were cleared. They could go back to their own farms. Slaves were released. The point is that every seven years, DEBTS were released/ forgiven. This is why we see this same language in the prayer. Jesus is hyperlinking His hearers back to this idea of release and Jubilee. In that chapter we also see that the even the land was to rest every seventh year. The idea of the seventh day sabbath works the same way. 

However, Israel didn’t live up their end of the bargain. Many of them refused to release others from their debts. They came up with ways to manipulate the command. They refused to let the land rest and kept planting in order to keep the money coming in for the seventh year. In short, they weren’t releasing/ forgiving each other. This is why they were taken away to exile. We read of this in Micah chapters 6 and 7. 

In these chapters the prophet laments the state of Israel. He knows the armies of the Assyrians are coming. After all, this was what God said He would do in Dt. 28. If you read what the prophet says, it parallels the curses listed in Deuteronomy. But then, in the last part of chapter seven, we read that God will not forget His people. He will pardon their debts. This was linked to the coming of the promised kingdom. And why is that important? What is the purpose of the whole sermon on the mount? It is Jesus announcing that the kingdom is at hand. The coming of the kingdom was seen as the ultimate year of Jubilee, where Israel’s debts would be released. That is what Jesus came to do. And if they could see that, then how could they not forgive other’s transgressions against them? How could they not live in a state of radical forgiveness? 

As we move on through the study, we will see how the things Jesus said and did are connected to this very idea. This is another reason Jesus focused on those who were on the margins of society in the Beatitudes. This is all linked together. And if they were supposed to see it, then we are to also see it. If they were to pray and live in this manner, then so are we. 

As we plumb the depths of forgiveness, we should see how it is to affect our everyday lives and how that, in turn moves the kingdom forward. Let’s move towards a life of radical forgiveness. 
